JOAL AYAN

5Y JOAL RYAN

Follow these litigation-inspired resolutions to start 2008 off right,

LOSE FIVE POUNDS. Cuit smoking, Take
wp salsa dancing.

Thene, tow that we've gotten that oul of
the way, Jet's move on fo the New Year's reso-
Iutions vou should be pondering even s you
haste briskets or go wassalling, [And if vou do
heapapaen 1o go wassalling, doop us a fine — we'd
b b ko whink thiat entails exactly.)

Hiolichy prbeasantries aside, the folliwing res
olutions are inspred by the past vear's worth
af screeriwritee-related litigation, Some ane
bty Somse are ned fags. Al ane things that
sy writiers ahould keep in rmind bo stay saavy
— and saleguard themsshves and their work,

1. Don't write a screenplay

ahout Jennifer Lopa?

Toate, we didnt sy, “Don't write a screen-
play fiwr Jenniter Lq_'||:h_'1‘ Comsidering Lopez’s
bankahility, the latter's o pretty good kdea,
The formeer, not so much. Especially, If ke
her first hasband, Ofani Woa, you agrecd 1o
n dizal that precluded vou from dishing. Noa
got o rouble when, after agreeing to o
confidentiality clause in o 2005 settlement
with luis famed former suouse, he Degan to
shiop & book about — wait for it — hils famed
formser spouse, Lopez balked, she sued and a
cort agreed with her, ordering the mere-
mortal Noa to pay the top-earning Lopes
£545 (W), which shioiald scare the bejesus out
o all othier myere mortals oul thene.

Besofvel When writing sl a reéal person,
especially oo whom you fear or suspect might
s, lock up the life rights. While Lopez's
probably wosld cost you mere than the jucdg-
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iment against Mo, others” won't, assuming
you've got the charm, i not the *in." to
scope [roe of low-cost options. 1o et stan-
ed, check oul the website Absolute VWrite
wwwabsolutewrlte.com) for a sample life-
rights agreement. And don't say we didn’t
wwarn you about that [, L Thee Uinfidd Sory spesc,

2. Den'l write a screanplay

about anybody

Forgive the blanket warming, but Jennifer
Lopez 1sn't the onby peron with an atiomey
busok-up. Remermber lust year's Riwming with
Scrasans, the dysfunctional-family comedy-
chrasna baiged on Augusten Bureroaghs® best-sell-
ing, memoir? The family portrayed in it and
i &b book sued Burreughs and his publish-
er for delamation, even thosgh the Rmily's
Last maimie was changied in beth the book el
thse vl in s apparent bid o prevent, well,
a defamation lavesuit. Mind you, the family
members weren't stranges o Buarroughs,
These were prople wiso had & hand in mising
thie future murthor as o teenager. Bmmoaghs ard
51 hdartin's Press settlad thie sult, agresing. in
fuiure edithons, o refer to the memdair 053
“hook” in the suthoes note, althesgh i will
still be billexd a5 & memadr on the ooves, as Bar-
rougphs stancs by his memory

Resalvrd: Your slory |5 your story — and
you hereby accept that everyone else’s Is
negotiahile. Or not. Just like Jennifer Lopez's,

3. Kegp your Byes on your XDo.

Since the dawn of Variery, writers have
heen scanning the trads for TV and movie

projects that sound an awful ot like omnes
they've already pitched to studios. But who
krvew voul also had to monitor the likes of B
Gurner? In March, William L. Crawfornd 111
suexdd Midvay Games, alleging i shoot-"em
up, Pai-Chps: The Mindgate Conspinicy, cribbed
its plot and characters from ls unproduc:sd
sereenplay, Pri-Ops. As originally reported b
Crreipat, Crawford, who onoe helped pies
& Stz Treke Dipepr Space Nine eplsode, claimed
that Midway could have found his screen
pilay through o varety of sounoes, inchading
teis website, and articles that spotlighited Bis
project, Midway has declined comment; a1
press time, the suit was winding its was
thcaegh the conerts.

Resolverd: Regardiess of the lnwsait's oul
come, the general polnt is: keep your oy
pecked. Story ideas aren’t just far the sma
screen or big screen anymore; they're ol
ANY SCTEE,

4. Don't ba lke Clive Cussler.

At first glance, there docsn's seem o s
gy that yous average, wnprodasced screen:
writer can learn from the epic, clash-ol-the-
titans batile engaged in by Clive Cussher ar
Philip Anschutz over the 2005 batthes
bl cCompaeghey milsfire, Saferta, Lndlke yo
average, unproduced soreeriwrites, Cussler
i best-selling actbon-adventure author, ar
Apschute i a billlonaire medla-sport
commrunications mogul,

Bt look again, and you’ll ses that th
court sent o mesiage to all would-be Hi
woioid |:|La!.'|:\-r:. last surmnmer when it sor
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out the two sides” dueling lavwsuits. In sid-
ing with Anschutz and his Crusader Enter-
talnmient, the jury agreed that Cussler had
owvierstated his hook sales, therehy causing
Crusader to pay Cussler an inflated fee for
the rights to Sl

Resohagl Don't hudge. You may think
everyhody does It but everybody doesn't
That's vy Cuossler gets dinged b i jury, and
It's also why Ttiey Weston got dinged by Hiol-
|:-'W|u:-:!. Wieston, you might recall, was the
I-something  Felicily scribe-actress whio
passed herself off as a teenager scribe-actress.
Wihen Weston was found out, she lost @ cou-
(e of high-profile deals before rebullding her
wnrinﬁ career &% I real, o -ag el S0,
whether its fudging book sales, a hirthdoy oz
a hisnle line on o resume abowt a fllm festival
award, if the -:_'||,||.".1‘|||:'| i% “shomald vou do e
the answer 15 “no” Cussler coubd give you
five million reasons why not — one for every
dallar he was ordered to pay Anschutz

] B I 6]

[4d we mention the Cussker-Anschutz hat-
e wis & oaplil decision? Whike Cussler was
folid o pay ip o LEiE Bt of 5 imillion,
Anschute was told to pay up to the tune of
$5.5 millkon — in order (o cover the ogtion
pghts to a second book that Crusader had
soreed o buy from the author

Resotverl; Get everything in wrifing. Proam-
rmh L 1_1;1}'|.1.1.g.-'-. are nice, and, for the starvimg
writer, encouraging, but the real money s in
prinmises that come in handy, binck-and-
Whibe comitract larm.

Lascky for vou, Eelly O Donmel] is protsebly
T Itw-.]. 0 take on new clients these days
an accoarnt o othir pressing matters — such
as her guilty plea to federal charges involv-
ing hundreds of defrosded writers

Per an account of the caseé by the LIS,
;|1|_|,|rr|_|,'_'_;":1. affice in MNew Yook, the agent
paliesd every erooked-agent trick in the book:
She charped wptront fees for representation,
editing and more, amd then, for bad meas.
ur, delivensd squat

e scheme worked Tike this: Kelly O Don-
nill sold her cllents on Martha Tvery, i pab-
lisher who Jdidn't |||.|I1|i~\.!".. and who thaen
sought to hold ofl angry, frustrated authorns
by flling for bankneptoy

e vwist: Kelly O'Donnell was Martha
Ivery.

THe hotgoan line O Donnells clivots meser
had a chance — untll the feds stépped b
indicted Iwery (the Mew York woaman's real
name) and won a comviction

In Movember 200K, [very was sentenced
tox &5 months in prisen and ordéred to pay
728 248 in restitiition o 231 victims.

Resolwal! Thou shalt never, ever hook ip
with an agent who reguests, demands or ofh-
erwise seeks for bees for armetfineg. Thou shali
spasrn such an agent no matber how eager,
TEx ErLatheT |'||""¢'||' LI-I_'\'H,'F:!I:I.'. [RERINE | AR AR | |'|1I'|'|'
wickedly tired of rejection thou becomest

Moo knowest we'ne ght becawse thoa Do
hearlest this writerly commandmaent over

and over and over again. But as the kel
O'DonnellMartha lvery matter prowes, it
comimandment thal cannot be resfated
ETHIRE U

Where's Woses wlien you nesd stull set b
stone tablets?

N, mot this Writer Beware, althouwgzt
thank wou for thinking of us, and we'll le
vous kesoow when thene's somwething to book-
mark om theé Crartve Sereamnvrliing  siie
Instead, we speak of the up-and-rnunring
erce Fiction and Fantasy Writers' Wiiter
Beware Dawwosfwaorg bevare |

Estahlished ps a section on the group
wibsite in 1998, Writer Beware i5 a volun-
teer coalltion of self-described “intrepid
fraud-hunters.” On i, vou can find lsts of
agents and publisheers ggainst whom oom-
plaints have been lodged {or sometim:
charges hive been filed); case studies of
infamows bad agents, including  Kell
FDonnellyMartha lvery; and SARE QO
about confests, copytight registration an
editoriil consultants,

A an added bonas, each page bears th
stamp of & cartoon-rendered koi fish, A
peally, fsn't 1t about time that the dreary sul
ject of mp-offs and frimads wis Brightened |
a ¢coborful marine creafune?

Besmlved: You will beware — and vioa w
he aware. That's the way o start the ke
Year right

After all, those salsa-dancing classes «
only do so much for your writing cireer. &
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